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"Law must be based on people":
The core proposition of Wei Yuan's jurisprudence

YU Zhong

(Institute of Xi Jinping Rule of Law Thought, China University of Political Science and Law,
Beijing 100088, China)

Abstract: Wei Yuan was a very representative thinker during the Opium War, and his academic thought
system included a kind of modern jurisprudence. The core proposition of Wei Yuan's jurisprudence is that
"law must be based on people", which can be grasped from two aspects. First, legislation must be based on
people, so as to ensure that the laws not only meet the actual needs of different types of people, but also meet
the actual needs of people in different times. Secondly, the operation of the law should be based on people.
The key to the operation of the law is "the person who can run the law". We should select people who
practice the law based on the two criteria of "virtue and talent" and "simplicity". In the process of selecting
people who practice the law, we should not only play the role of the ruler, but also play the role of the people.
These statements on law and human, legislation and human, and law enforcement and human, highlight the
modernity of Wei Yuan's jurisprudence.
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