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Reform Legal Change and Chinese-Style Modernization: Legal Interpretation

of the Spirit of the Third Plenary Session of the 20" Central Committee

of the Communist Party of China HUANG Wenyt * 1 ¢

Since ancient China, the reform has been referred as the legal change, forming a tradition of legal
change aimed at prosperity and strength. Legal change is a unique academic perspective and theoretical
framework , which from the legal perspective observes and interprets the spirit of the Third Plenary Session of
the 20" Central Committee of the Communist Party of China. The Decision by this Session has made a system—
atic top-evel design for innovating and improving various fields and systems of national governance, which is
the overall blueprint, roadmap, and construction plan for the new round of China’ s reform movement. The re—
form in the field of rule of law is the backbone project of China’ s legal change movement, and should act as
the leading role of reforms in various fields. The fundamental difference between contemporary Chinese legal
change and traditional legal change lies in the implementation of reform in a democratic and rule-ofdaw man-
ner, rather than in an authoritarian and rule-of-man manner.

Key Words The Third Plenary Session of the 20" Central Committee of the Communist Party of Chi-
na; Reform; Legal Change; Rule of Law; Chinese-Style Modernization

Huang Wenyi, Ph.D. in Law, Professor of Renmin University of China Law School.

Theoretical Exploration of Constructing China’ s Autonomous Constitutional

Law Knowledge System-On the Lectures on Constitutional Law LIN Laifan * 15 *

The construction of China’ s autonomous knowledge system of philosophy and social science is not mere—
ly a political suggestion, but also an academic subject that Chinese philosophy and social sciences per se can—
not ultimately bypass. All disciplines in the humanities and social sciences, which inevitably encounter value
judgments, are no exception in this regard, including Chinese constitutional law. Constructing the independ—
ent knowledge system of a discipline also aligns with the legal dogmatic spirit. This is the destiny and mission
of Chinese constitutional law. However, due to its involvement in value judgments, Chinese constitutional
law, by ‘ returning to the motherland’ , will be in a context that is likely to be influenced by ideology. Mean—
while, although constitutional law research cannot generate ¢ knowledge’ as natural science does, it still pos—
sesses the possibility of making contributions to knowledge by providing interpretations and conclusions that
offer certainty and rationality. Till today, numerous constitutional scholars have endeavored to explore the
construction of China’ s autonomous constitutional law knowledge system. The continuously revised work Lec—
tures on Constitutional Law has informed four aspects: methodology, system, content, and terminology, which
in fact reflects the author’ s fundamental propositions regarding how to construct China’ s autonomous consti-

tutional law knowledge system.
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