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Conceptual Interpretation and Theoretical Foundation of Confidence in the Rule of Law

Lei Lel
(LLaw School, China University of Political Science and LLaw, Beijing 100088, P.R.China)

Abstract: On November 27, 2023, during the tenth collective study session of the Political Bureau
of the Communist Party of China, General Secretary Xi Jinping introduced a groundbreaking new
concept - “Confidence in the rule of law.” This concept encompasses spiritual rather than merely
psychological dimensions, collective rather than purely individual aspects, and rational rather than
solely emotional elements. Confidence in the rule of law does not imply blind faith in one’s legal
reality and ideals, nor does it reject the necessity of legal civilizational exchange and mutual learning.
Instead, it represents a collective spiritual identification and rational endorsement by specific groups
regarding their nation’s legal reality and aspirations. In the Chinese context, Confidence in the rule
of law refers to the collective spiritual identification and rational appreciation by all citizens of the
path of socialist rule of law with Chinese characteristics, including its models, systems, theories,
and legal culture within China’s legal modernization process. The theoretical foundation comprises
two aspects: First, the historical basis rests on three pillars - the inheritance and development of
China’s millennia-old legal civilization, the Communist Party of China’s century-long exploration of
overall law-based governance, and the significant achievements in Chinese legal modernization in the
new era. The first two elements serve as indirect sources of contemporary Chinese people’ s
Confidence in the rule of law, while the latter constitutes its direct source. Second, future
requirements for strengthening Confidence in the rule of law encompass three dimensions: consolidating
institutional foundations, constructing theoretical frameworks, and enhancing discursive dissemination.
The key to strengthening institutional foundations lies in reinforcing and improving the socialist
system with Chinese characteristics. Building theoretical frameworks centers on developing China’s
independent legal knowledge system. Enhancing discursive dissemination focuses on establishing and
effectively communicating internationally a legal discourse system with Chinese characteristics. The
conceptual interpretation, historical foundation, and future requirements address three fundamental
questions: “How to understand Confidence in the rule of law,” “Why maintain Confidence in the rule
of law,” and “How to strengthen Confidence in the rule of law.”

Keywords: Xi Jinping thought on the rule of law; Confidence in the rule of law; Conceptual

interpretation; Historical foundation; Future requirements
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