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Abstract: Leading officials specifically exercise the Party’s ruling power and the
state’s legislative, administrative, supervisory, and judicial powers. They are important
organizers, promoters, and practitioners of overall law-based governance, and the key to
overall law-based governance. Focusing on ‘upholding the oversight over leading officials,
the key few’, Xi Jinping Thought on the Rule of Law puts forward a series of original and
epochal concepts, judgments, categories and theories, making major original contributions to
the development of Marxist theory of the rule of law, and clarifying political requirements and
establishing codes of conduct for better playing the role of leading officials as the ‘key few’
in the construction of the rule of law. On the basis of throughly studying and carefully sorting
out General Secretary Xi Jinping’s important speeches, this article expounds the original
contributions of Xi Jinping Thought on the Rule of Law on ‘upholding the oversight
over leading officials, the key few’ from three aspects: leading officials are the key to
overall law-based governance, leading officials should be models of respecting, studying,
observing, and applying the law, and applying systems to ensure that leading officials play
the role of key few.
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