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Abstract: Symbolic concepts are the foundation and driving force for constructing an independent knowledge
system of law. People First, Better Life, and Social Fairness and Justice concentrate the expression of Xi Jinping
Thought on the Rule of Law on the objects, content, and value of law, becoming symbolic concepts representing
the legal theory of Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era. People First principle protects the rights
and interests of all members of the society, thus turning the abstract people into concrete and realistic individuals,
reflecting the people-oriented, humane and inclusive nature of the socialist legal system. Better Life is the basic
content of Chinese law in the New Era; the right to a better life represents a bundle of rights centered on the right
to people's livelihood, regulating the content and evolution of law. Social Fairness and Justice is a complex justice
that goes beyond personal deserving and social fairness, it not only covers fairness between individuals and
systems, but also includes fairness in urban and rural areas, regions, and other items. As one of the contents of
Social Fairness and Justice, equal opportunity represents a different value from equal rights, thus making the
connotation of the symbolic concept of social fairness and justice more extensive.

Keywords: symbolic concepts; independent legal knowledge system; put the people in the first place; better life;

social fairness and justice
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